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THE INTRODUCTION

“I Love Burlington! Where We Live, Work, Worship and Play”



Since 2006

The East Knoxville Burlington Community is a “Diamond in the Rough!™ She is filled with a
rich history, intrigue and an exciting future. It is amazing to see a community slowly but surely
coming together with a united mission because “We Love the Burlington Community!

C.O.N.N.E.C.T. Ministries with the support of the Atlantic Capital Community Advisory
Board, saw an opportunity 1o replicate a similar project in Atlanta, Georgia, The Grove Park
Initiative. Steps were taken to engage members of the Burlington Community to gather their
input. This comprehensive report is the result of data collected through this initiative and
events. Itis a step by step account of what went into this feasibility study to determine if the
timing is right for this type of community effort. The Feedback from those stakeholders in the
East Knoxville Burlington Community was a resounding Yes! This report will detail those
results,

For those of us who are an active part of this community, we have seen progress and set-backs
over the years, however change is in sight. The possibilities are endless for this East Knoxville
Community. We believe, Burlington will soon be a destination for those visiting our fair city.
Collaboration with the City/County of Knoxville, local businesses, the Knoxville Zoo, the
Muse, Chilhowee Park and Jacob Building; great eatery’s, the Pizza Palace, Chandlers, Lema’s
World Famous Chitterlings, Tammy’s Fried Green Tomatoes, Wang's and Thangs and The
Lunch House to name a few, Burlington is ready for transformation, to no longer deemed an
unsafe neighborhood filled with negative perceptions but a must visit destination!

The Burlington Business District is home to some of the oldest business in the State of
Tennessee, Jarnigan and Son Mortuary holds that distinction. Petree’s Florist and Barnes Barber
Shop are Burlington Icons as they are the oldest businesses that are still in existence and run by

family members.

The residential neighborhoods show case quaint and cozy bungalows and craftsman’s houses
and is home to the only horse race track in Knoxville, TN the historical “Speedway Circle.”
The “Circle™ as referred to by the residents, was the result of an African American
Entrepreneur, Cal Johnson's efforts to bring a sound economic base to the East Knoxville

Community.

We have churches that are actively involved in this community; Greater Warner Tabernacle
AME Zion Church, the oldest African American Church in Knoxville, Honey Rock Victorious
Church, Word of Life, Fern Street Missionary Baptist Church and a host of other Churches in
the Burlington Community willing and ready for changes that have been long overdue.

We present to you the results of a year's activities and the findings the we hope will assist in
moving forward in our collective efforts to see community collaboration, cooperation and to
witness the changes that are taking place in the East Knoxville Burlington community.
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June 13, 2017-The | Love Burlington Community Planning Committee
Location: God’s Creative Enrichment Center
Minutes:

Members Present: Deborah Porter, Operation Hope; Denise Jackson-CONNECT, Keira Wyatt-
CONNECT, Beverly Holland-Business Owner, Dasha Lundy-Burlington Resident Association
President(BRA) and Cynthia Finch, (Community Business Owner). Excused Absence: Dan
Brown Six District City Councilman(Nashville)

We opened today’s meeting with prayer and Scripture by Keira Wyatt who then explained to
the purpose of the “founding” committee members and our purpose in regards to the | Love
Burlington campaign. The purpose of this committee is to begin Phase | of the project- The
objective is to gather information from the residents and business community to determine
whether or not to move forward with the idea of revitalizing the area. Considerable work has
been done in the Burlington Community from the City, Knox Heritage and the University of
Tennessee in regards to the future of this community. We have the backing of Atlantic Capital
Banks Community Advisory Board to do a market research project to determine the feasibility
of rallying support around this project. This project will replicate the “Grove Park” project in
Atlanta, GA. She explained each member had been selected because they were actively
involved in the community and would bring a wealth of knowledge to the table in determining
how to 1). Gather information in order to analyze the data and 2). Obtain community buy-in
and support for the project.

Ms. Finch had concerns about why we were doing this. K. Wyatt explained that Burlington has
been is ruins long enough and it is time to see what we can do to help investors get viable
businesses in our community and improve the neighborhood and the negative perceptions. Ms.
Finch then thought our tag line should include, “It’s all about Burlington” coupled with “Where
We Live, Worship, Work and Play.” We all agreed. B. Holland expressed it was time to get
started as she and her husband are heavily invested in the community. D. Lundy asked
questions about how we were going to get the word out to people as she had poor support of
the BRA meetings, how would we motivate the people. K. Wyatt said, prayer would be first and
then we will put out flyers, use PSA etc. to get the word out. It was suggested that we have T-
Shirts and Buttons and K. Wyatt said she would get those things ordered.

“I Love Burlington! Where We Live, Work, Worship and Play”



We discussed the actual luncheon and that we would use a panel format to get information to
the public. K. Wyatt said she would have a strategic planning meeting with panelist to get input
on how we should address the community residence and businesses. She provided a list of
perspective panelist. K. Wyatt said additional information would be forth coming and she
would keep the committee informed as progress is made via email, phone etc. Denise Jackson
reiterated that we all had special gifts and talents that could be used specifically for this project
and that this is to way to determine whether we need to move forward. We all agreed that it is
time. We dismissed with prayer

Submitted by Keira A. Wyatt

“I Love Burlington! Where We Live, Work, Worship and Play”
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Agenda
June 21, 2017
Meeting Time 3:00 p.m.
Location: Greater Warner Tabernacle A.M.E. Zion Church

3800 Martin Luther King Jr. Knoxville, TN 37914

Strategic Planning Meeting for the Panelist
Members of the Committee
Keira A. Wyatt/Dr. Denise Jackson-Community Organizers C.O.N.N.E.CT. Ministries
Robert Baird-Knoxville Market Executive-Atlantic Capital Bank
Councilman Daniel T. Brown- 6™ District Representative
Opening Prayer and Scripture-Keira Wyatt
New Business
Overview of the Purpose of the Luncheon

e To Present/ Gather Information/Analyze Data
e Community Buy-In and Support

Panelist
Dr. Dasha Lundy-Representing the Burlington Residents/Knoxville Historic Zoning Commission

Ms, Terri Cade-Hill-/Ignite Solutions-Representing the Future Business

Mr. Albert Nelson-Representing CAC Home Improvement Programs
Mr. Jeff Olingly-Director of Marketing East Region, Atlantic Capital-Examples of Similar Projects-i.e. Grove Park-GA
Dr. Cleo Brooks-GWT A.M.E. Zion-The Role of the Church in the Community
Ms. Jan Evridge-Representing Home Federal Products and Services for Homes/Businesses
Mr. Major Geer Jr. Representing Regions Bank-Products and Services
T.C. Carter-Knoxville Area Urban League-Entrepreneurs/Small Business Opportunities and Loans
Ms. Morgan Burlingame-First Tennessee Bank-Products and Services
Ms. Kim Trent (Hollie Cook)-Knoxville Heritage =The History of the Burlington Community and Current Progress

Open Discussion

Closing Prayer/Dismissal

“I Love Burlington! Where We Live, Work, Worship and Play”
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Minutes: June 21, 2017-Panelist Strategic Planning Meeting:

June 21, 2017

Members Present: Denise Jackson(CONNECT), Keira Wyatt(CONNECT), Deborah Porter
(Operation Hope), Robert Baird (Atlantic Capital), Jan Evridge

(Home Federal), Hollie Cook(Knox Heritage), T.C. Carter(KAUL), Albert Nelson(CAC); Dr. Cleo
Brooks(Greater Warner Tabernacle AMEZ), David Wyatt Sr.(CONNECT); Ms. Morgan Burlingame
and Kim Heyse (First Tennessee Bank).

We opened our meeting with prayer and scripture. K. Wyatt explained the purpose of the
meeting and their role in the Kick-Off Campaign for the | love Burlington Project. We each
introduced ourselves and our professional background. K. Wyatt then explained what we were
trying to achieve, “Community Buy-In.” We discussed ideas a group and decided the best
approach was to each give a two to three-minute presentation about who we are in our
professions and what good and a services we could provide. Albert Nelson gave a brief history
about Burlington and the project that was derailed through politics and diverted into another
community. However, he believed this is still a time to come together and get it done was his
sentiments. He also recommended that we do a simple SWOT in the areas of concern:

Neighborhoods

All Things Financial

Faith, Family & Education

Entrepreneurial Training, Business and Community Development

T.C. Carter recommended that from this group we continue our next steps with committees
comprised of the people at the table. Everyone agreed. Hollie said her Director would more
than likely serve as a panelist. We all agreed to bring information that would be relevant to the
community and additional team members to support questions and/or concerns after the
presentation. There will be a light lunch served and questions and answers after the program.

K. Wyatt and D. Jackson will compile and analyze collected data and present information at a
future meeting. D. Jackson asked David Wyatt to dismiss us with prayer.

Submitted: Keira A. Wyatt

“I Love Burlington! Where We Live, Work, Worship and Play”
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You Are Cordially [nvited to the

“I Love Burlinginn" Kick-Of
Come As We Share Ideas and Gather Information

THURSDAY, JUNE 29™

11:00 AM TO 1:00 PM
LOCATION: GREATER WARNER TABERNACLE AM.E, ZION CHURCH
3800 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AVENUE
KNOXVILLE, TN 37914
“IT'S ALL ABOUT BURLINGTON! WHERE WE LIVE, WORK, WORSHIP AND PLAY"
A LIGHT LUNCH WILL BE SERVED-CALL 865-851-8005 IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND!

SAVE THIS DATE: June 29, 2017
Participating Neighbors
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Agenda
November 8, 2017

| Love Burlington Organizational Meeting
Facilitator-K. Wyatt
Opening Prayer-K. Wyatt
Purpose-Co-Chairs-T.C. Carter/Tim Beshea
New Business- Date for the
e Burlington Developers Roadshow
(Do we move forward with November 16"?)
e Business District Organization
Suggested Names
Burlington District Business Alliance
Burlington Historic Business District Association
Burlington Business District Association
Burlington Historic District Business Association

Your Suggestions

Selection of Officers?
Q&A/Dismiss



THE LAUNCH

THE VOICES FROM THE COMMUNITY
BUSINESS, CHURCHES AND RESIDENTS
SPEAK!

“I Love Burlington! Where We Live, Work, Worship and Play”
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Monday June 26, 2017

Covering Businesses on Magnolia, Asheville Hwy., Holston Drive- on MLK Beginning at Castle

Team 1-Mr. O’Hara James-Business
Jalen Jones

Keziah Wyatt

Calaia Battle

Covering Residential-Beginning on Oakland, Lilac, Shields, Speedway Circle, Fern Street, lvy, Catalpa, Skyline &
Lansing

Team 2- Mr. Eddie Johnson-Residential
Team Members: Darius Hunt?

Dee’Aton Jones

Marcia Wyatt

Devin Brooks

Lauren Brooks

Thursday June 29, 2017 -Set-up Church
Thursday: Mr. Maurice/Ms. Taloni at CONNECT
Team 1 & Team 2

We will meet at Greater Warner @ 9:00 A.M.

¢ Responsible for Sign-In-Kezia, Calaia and Lauren-Mr. O’Hara
¢ Responsible for Assisting in the Kitchen and Others- -Mr. Johnson Jalen,
Dee’Aton, Marcia and Devin

“I Love Burlington! Where We Live Work Worship and Play”






C.O.N.N.E.C.T. Ministries

) 2340,
“It’s Your Community, Own It!” Knoxville, TN 37917
Phone 865-851-8005/865-851-801 1 www.connectministries.net

“I Love ' Burlington" Initiative-
June 29"

Agenda for June 29" 2017
Facilitator-Keira Wyatt
Blessing of the Food-Dr. Cleo Brook/Lunch-11:30 a.m.
Opening Prayer-Dr. Cleo Brooks
East Knoxville Welcome-Dan Brown
Occasion and Introduction of the Panelist
Panelist Presentations
Break-Out Into Small Groups for Information Gathering & Q&A
Closing Comments-Jeff Olingly and Keira Wyatt

Closing Prayer and Dismissal-Dr. Cleo Brooks

Planning Committee Members

Keira A, Wyatt:-Executive Director C.O.N.N.E.C.T. Ministries
6" District Councilman Daniel T. Brown

Dr. Dasha Lundy-Burlington Resident Association President

Ms. Cynthia Finch-Business Owner and Resident

Mrs. Beverly Holland-Business Owner and Resident

Dr. Denise Jackson-Project Analysist

“Wean Lesding People to Christ, Connecting People 10 People. Feople to Resources Doing God's Work His Way.*
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Community Initiative

Comprehensive Report
C.O.N.N.E.C.T. MINISTRIES-Community Organizers
Submitted by
Keira Wyatt

Executive Director

“I Love Burlington! Where We Live, Work, Worship and Play”
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FAITH AND FAMILY

“I Love Burlington! Where We Live, Work, Worship and Play”
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The Burlington Pastor’s Luncheon was held on Friday September 22, 2017 at Greater Warner Tabernacle A.M.E.
Zion Fellowship Hall. Members of the | Love Burlington Steering Committee and Clergy who participated were as
follows:

Mrs. Deborah Porter- Presided

Ms. Cynthia Finch-Welcome

Mrs. Keira Wyatt-Occasion

Dr. Cleo Brooks-Co-Chair Faith and Family/Presenter

Rev. Jerry Upton-Co-Chair Faith and Family/Presenter

Bishop Kevin Perry-City Manager of the Save Our Sons Initiative/Presenter

The Purpose of this luncheon was to fellowship, break bread and begin a dialogue with Leaders of the Faith
Community to begin to identify and address the problems that plague our community. How do we unify the Body
of Christ to impact the community in a positive way?

Pastors Only were asked to complete a Survey-19 Churches were represented from the East Knoxville/Burlington
Community. There were 36 in attendance. There was a resource assessment done on the survey to determine the
resources available in the local Churches. The results are as follows:

Question 1-List Current Ministries operating in your church.
A er: ! o abbih ERW

Question 2- Would you like your Church and Congregation to engage in more joint fellowship community and
evangelism efforts with other Churches?

Yes 17 _No 0 No Comment 2

Question 3 - Do you feel there is a need to actively seek women, men, youth and children outside the wall of
our Churches for the Kingdom of God?

Yes 18 NoO _ NoComment -1
Question 4- What are the Problems that Plague our Community

Un Employment

Lack of Businesses
Community/Economic Development
Lack of Political Involvement

Drug Abuse

Homelessness




Violence

Health Disparities

Crime

Out of Order

Division within the Pastoral Leadership

Lack of knowledge of Educational Services

No hope with our young males

Local Government Slow to Respond to Community Needs
Government Promises not kept

Division/Isolation between the Churches

Education Inequalities

Lack of Affordable Housing

Lack of Skilled Workforce

Lack of Trust in Leadership

Lack of Safety

Sub-standard Housing/Neglected Homes and Businesses
Apathy

Mass Incarcerations of Young Males in our Community
Under or Miseducation of our Youth and Children
Poverty

Prostitution

Question 5. Would you be willing to solve these problems together?
_Yes 16 No0O Nocomment3

Questions 6- How do we make ourselves, churches and our communities better and solve our community
problems?

Trusting Each Other

Knocking on Doors

Lend-a-Helping Hand

Prayer/Prayer Focus

More Involvement from the Churches

Unity between the Churches and members of the Community
Strategic Planning

Become Churches without Walls

Build Relationships in the Community

Focus on Meeting the Spiritual and Physical Needs of the People
Advocate oneness towards our members

Support Events and Activities that take place in our community
Adopt our Neighborhood Schools

Working Together as One Unit

Break-down the Walls of Competition

Support Each Other to Build Trust Among Clergy and Church Body




e Seek First the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness and These Things Shall Be Added

*  Working Together with a Kingdom Agenda as Kingdom People We Can Progress, However We Must Work
Through the “Process”

e Effective Leadership

Question 7. Do you have a website?

Yes 11 No7 No Comment 2

Elder Joe Maddox (New Hope Baptist Church)

L-R Rev. Dr. Cleo Brooks (Faith and Family Co-Chair) Bishop Kevin Perry (City of Knoxville Save Our Sons Manager) Mrs, Deborah
Porter, (I Love Burlington Steering Committee Facilitator)






























































































































































































































































































